ROBERT MURRAY

[Born 1 63 5 . Writer on trade. Took up his freedom in the Cloth-
workers' Company 1660. Invented ruled copy-books. Originated
the idea of the Penny Post in London 1681. Appointed Paymaster
of the 1714 Lottery, He published various proposals for the advance-
ment and improvement of trade and the raising of revenue. Died

M

R. ROBERT MURRAY is a Citizen of London, a
of the  Company of Cloathworkers.    His

father, a Scotchman; mother, English. Borne in
the Strand.
Mr. Murray was formerly clarke to the genetall Company
for the Revenue of Ireland, and afterwards dark to the Com-
mittee of the grand Excise of England ; and was the first that
invented and introduced into this city the Club of Commerce
consisting of one of each Trade, whereof there were after very
many erected and are still continued in this city. And also
continued and sett-up the office or Banke of Credit at Devon-
shire house in Bishopsgate Street without, where men depositing
their goods and merchandize were furnished with bills of current
credit on f or f of the value of the said Goods answering to
the intrinsique value of money, whereby the deficiency of coin
might be fully subplyed : and for rendring the same current,
a certain or competent number of traders (viz. 10 or 20 of each
trade, wherof there be 500 severall trades within the citty)
were to be associated or formed into such a society or Company
of traders as might amongst them compleat the whole body of
Commerce, whereby any possest of the said current credit
might be fiirnisht amongst themselves with any kind of goods
or merchandise as effectually as for money could do elsewhere.
The Penny-Post was sett up anno Domini 1680, Our Lady
day, being Fryday, a most ingeniose and usefull Project, In-
vented by Mr. Murray first, and then Mr. Dockery joined with
him.